
472 Main Street Acton, Massachusetts01720 (508) 264-9636

. INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Board of Appeals DATE: April 24, 1991

FROM: RolandBarti, Town Planner Ic .

SUBJECT: VarianceRequest#9142,CommuterLot

The MasterPlan, in its Goal and Objectivesstatesto “Promotelocal and
regionalpublic transportation”. More specifically, the MasterPlan calls for specific
actionsaddressingcommuterparking. I haveattacheda copyof therelevantsection
of the Action Plan. Theproposedexpansionis consistentwith the Master Planand
representsan implementationof Action RecommendationNo. 150 which is classified
asa high priority. However,~thecurrentpreferencefor residentparkingshouldbe
retainedor strengthenedthi~oughdecisivemeasuressuchasreducedfeesfor
residentsor someothermechanismthat will helpkeepon the pressureto construct
commuterparkingfacilities further westalongtheFitchburgline and/or to develop
public feedertransportationfrom other communitiesto the SouthActon commuter
lot. This would beconsistentwith Action RecommendationsNo.151and No.153. In
general,the expansionand improvementof public transportationfacilities in Acton
andelsewhererespondsdirectly and indirectly to manyotheraspectsof the Master
Plan rangingfrom variousrelatedtransportationissuesto environmentaland
naturalresourceissues.Relativeto thespecific variancesrequested:

1. The most significantvariancein my view would be that from Section6.6,
becauseit would allow smallerparkingstalls thanarecurrently existingat the site.
Unlike all othervariancesrequested,this would createa totally newand additional
variation from thezoningbylaw. However,the reducedstall sizemakessensein
long term parkingfacilities suchasthe commuterlot. In fact the planning
departmenthasresearchedand, time permitting, will continueto researchthe
feasibility of separatereducedparkingstall standardsin private long term parking
facilities, suchasdesignatedemployeeparkingareas.

2. In reviewingthe plansI believea variancefrom Section6.8.2 is no longer
needed.

3. The site is currently nonconformingrelative to sections6.8.1 through6.8.7, and
it appearsthat in theoverall balancethe proposedchangeswill not createany
greaterimpactor a moredetrimentalsituationthanthe existingnonconformities. In
fact, the overall islandareawill be increasedwith enoughremainingcontiguous
spaceto maintain the numberof treescurrentlyon site. An effort shouldbe made
to seeif therewould be anappropriatetreespeciesthat would be suitablefor the
long andnarrowislands.

xc: David Abbt
[rhb27O*4/91]

Town of Acton PlanningDepartment



Acton MasterPlan PartI, Action Plan
Section 7, Transportation

Action 746 Lobby for increased train service to Boston.

Action 147 Explore making elderly and handicapped
transportation available to low income
residents. High Priority

Action 148 Securecross-townaccessover Route 2.

Action 149 Build sidewalks, walk ways and bike ways.
Require the construction of sidewalks and
walk ways and bike ways for new
development where possible and
appropriate.

Issue:CommuterParking

The capacity of the commuter parking lot can be increased with limited
improvementsand realignments;such plans have already been developed. The
need exists to implement theseplans as a first step in meeting the demandfor
commuterrail access. At the sametime, the lack of adequatecommuterparking
facilities to the west of Acton will continue to causehigh demandfor Acton’s
commuter lot.

Action 150 Provide sufficient parking capacity for
commuter rail users. High Priority

Action 151 Discourage non-resident parking at South
Acton commuter station for commuters
originating from areas west or Acton and
encourage van service from other towns.
such as Maynard and Stow.

Action 152 Explore options for West Acton commuter
station.

Action 1~3 Lobby for the expansionof commuter lots in
other towns.
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